M

<

J— >

C

MICHIGAN MUFON

=

Mutual UFO Network

MUFON'’s Star Impact Project —
Exciting Stuff!

MUFON’s Star Impact Project (SIP) is now
underway and there are already cases in othersstate
being investigated. Exciting stuff!

As a refresher (or for those who haven't
heard), SIP is MUFON’s trial collaboration with Big
low Aerospace Advanced Space Studies (BAASS), a
group run by entrepreneur Robert Bigelow, possibly
best known as the founder of the National Institfte
Discovery Sciences (NIDS) that investigated thehUta
ranch as recorded in the “Hunt for the Skinwalker”
book. Basically, BAASS will provide MUFON with
funding to deliver quality sighting research to rthe
for further scientific study. MUFON and NIDS have
historically had amicable relations and this shdutd
a good fit. The BAASS website is bigelowaerospace.
com.

Unfortunately, | don’t anticipate on hearing muahthe way of details on this en-
deavor, though, until the formal overview at thesays MUFON Symposium. The event
will again be in Denver, August 6-9, and the spedikethis year is excellent. Please con-
sider making the trip (find out more at mufon.com).

Our upcoming Michigan MUFON meeting will be May Bv&alli’'s East in Flint.

Chief Investigator Gary Golem will conduct our mioign Field Investigator Train-
ing.

Our afternoon presentation will be ghost invesogatf 37 years (and newly appointed MI-
MUFON field investigator!), Tom Maat, demonstratitogls of the trade shared by ghost

comitirmed.. ’ On page 3
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NOTICE

The Michigan MUFON Newsletter is issued for the Mutual UFO Network
and Members of Michigan MUFON. Atrticles in this newsletter do not neces-
sarily reflect the official views of the Mutual UFO Network nor its general
membership. Unless otherwise specified, articles from this newsletter may
be reprinted in other newsletters. We would appreciate you crediting this
newsletter as the source, and sending us a copy of your newsletter.

Thank you.
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and UFO hunters alike. He will also present ororeggl phenomena that blurs the boundaries betwssse ttwo
fields.

As always, with regards to our meetings, if you semeone you don’'t know, please take a minute tto-in
duce yourself. Especially if you know that it'sathperson’s first meeting. Coming to a UFO meetiag under-
standably be a big step outside the comfort zonenBny and a friendly face and welcoming attitudecimappreci-
ated. Thanks so much.

Speaking of presentations, my April"Lfresentation at Glacier Hills Retirement CommuniityAnn Arbor
went well with about 30 residents in attendanceluing a gentleman who was a prominent employabefnn Ar-
bor Press at the time of the 1966 Hillsdale sigj#in

At the request of several libraries, I've postqehge at the mimufon.org website which outlinesUR®© pres-
entations that I give and my applicable backgromndelivering them. | generally feel awkward whgoromote my-
self so directly (and this is no exception), b firesentations have been drawing favorable attetdi our organiza-
tion and cause. So, if you are agreeable, plesisg@ur local library if they'd like a UFO presetiten and, if so,
point them my way. Thank you.

Also, on a personal note, | am currently finishupga book about my personal UFO close encountesistu-
ally began writing this in 2003 and got a healttartson it before setting it aside when | becanaeSDirector. After
discussing my experiences with Craig Lang in Mastien he presented for our group, | revisited myro&terial and
was surprised at how far I'd gotten with it. Thefound myself editing some clumsy grammar in wigitwritten...
then fleshing out some details, here and theren.#dding more stuff...and then | came to the zatdin that | guess
I'm somewhat actively writing it again. | didnitpect that would happen but, if and when | finishl imay explore
possible publishing avenues.

Don’t forget, Michigan MUFON Newsletter subscribeifsyou would prefer to download a printable elec-
tronic MIMUFON Newsletter to your computer in fuolor, rather than receive a printed black and evbdpy in the
mail, please let our Newsletter Editor David Twikklhk@&ow and provide him with an email address wheeecan send
you a link to download your newsletter off the miet in PDF format. To contact David by email, terio
news@mimufon.org.

See you Sunday, May 3 at Walli’s for our morningl&ilnvestigator Training by Gary Golem and aftenmo
presentation by Tom Maat.

Monthly Statistical MUFON Report - for March 2009:

CMS continues to amass sighting reports from ardgbhadylobe. In March 2009 there were 559 sightieg®rted to
MUFON through CMS worldwide. Of these, 439 werd¢ha United States, of which 21 were in Michigdfost impressively
there were 30 Landings, Hovering, or Takeoffs répdr and 40 Entities observed worldwide

To review the CMS data yourself gaow.mufon.com and click on "UFO Case Files" to B3asily look at the Last
20 Sightings, or 2.) Do a customized search ofahtS database by date and/or location, or 3.) Lago@MS for even more
detailed UFO sighting information about your Statel the World.

Mystigues~West Psychic Reading &
Metaphysical Center.

36356 Ford Rd.
Westland, MI 48185
Local Phone: (734) 729-8019
Nationwide Toll Free Number:
1-888-FORTOLD (367-8653)
www.mystiqgueswest.com
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How the Mainstream Press Avoids UFO Stories

by Tim R. Swartz

On November 26, 2002, North American Aerospace msfeCommand began receiving reports of a contfailne
known origin in the air over the Turks and Caicskhds in the Caribbean. Fighter jets were scradhfsom several bases to
intercept the unknown that was heading northwesatd the U.S., but reportedly, nothing was spott€dmmercial airline pilots
later reported the contrail over Florida and lateer Indiana.

This fascinating report received scant attentiothenU.S. press, which is unusual considering #a for "national se-
curity" that has been rampant since 9/11. The thoigydisturbing that an unknown aircraft could ¥i§th impunity over the
United States and receive only a few paragraphscial papers. What could possibly explain this ¢attk of curiosity by the
national media?

Actually, the failure of the press to respond tis #tory is no surprise considering that the maéash press has devel-
oped the attitude that UFO reports are strictlytfier tabloids. This position has become so pereasiat when some editors and
journalists have attempted serious, well researddE@® investigations, they found themselves isaoldg their peers.

The popular misconception is that UFOs are seey lonthe uneducated, the mentally ill, or hoaxersking personal
gain. Because of this, many think that any repdrterested in handling such a story must alsedénclined. Heaven help a
journalist who has had a personal UFO experienceadtempts to report on it. He may face severestipues concerning his
credibility as a journalist.

There had been some hope within the UFO commuhiy the subject of UFOs would be given fair treatmghen
ABC ran the special Peter Jennings Reporting: UF8eeing Is Believing on February 24 2005. Howetrex program had little
to do with objectively reporting on the UFO phenoime and instead dealt more with debunking the etmastrial hypothesis,
treating the subject as if this was the only exateom for UFOs. For those who have been active theeyears in UFO research,
the ABC show was just more of the same when it sotme¢he media's mind-set towards the phenomena.

According to the current attitude with the news ragthere has never been anything mysterious ddb@ sightings;
they can all be easily explained away with glibinfermed blanket statements. However, this hasaheays been the case. In
the late 1940's the mainstream press regularlyredveFO reports. At that time UFOs were a reldyivenknown phenomenon
and had not been tainted by the "lunatic fringedt thrould surface in the 1950's and 60's. By themst media outlets had be-
come discouraged by the lack of progress in exjplgilFOs and little, if any, verifiable evidence.

By the time the seventies had rolled around, Uk@est were permanently consigned to the back pagesto the horo-
scope column. Except for local, small town pap#rs,news media rarely reports UFO sightings. Wihely do, the subject is
presented as a "feature story,” not to be takeinusdy. In large metropolitan newspapers, the doocas UFO report that does
gets printed is usually restricted to the papentergainment section.

There has been one recent exception to this traddteat was the November 7, 2006 sighting of a Wwér O'Hare
Airport in Chicago. Although it was not until Jamyd, 2007 that the Chicago Tribune decided toaueport about the O'Hare
incident, when the story did finally hit the Trikela pages, the story was intelligently written witime of the condescending atti-
tude or editorializing that usually accompanies UEfQorts.

Michigan MUFON T-shirts!

Want to show your support for your outstanding Michigan MUFON organization?

Michigan MUFON T-shirts and sweatshirts are available now!

T-shirts only $13 (M, L, XL)
(natural or soft green short sleeve shirt wit ~ h blue, red, white, & green quality screen
print)

Sweatshirts (natural, same printy only $18 (M, L, XL)

Shirts available for purchase at all meetings,
or email wjk@mimufon.org
or phone (248) 515-9568 to inquire how to order.
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A Few Brave Souls

Some journalists have taken on the challenge abseIUFO investigations. Unfortunately, many hauffered setbacks in
their careers as a result of their research. Gthave been ignored or permanently ostracized. sOde journalist, who was not afraid
of the stigma of reporting on UFOs, was White Hoosgespondent Sarah McClendon who covered theeWouse beat for over 50
years. As an independent freelance reporter, Muidle provided a strong and assertive role modgbfmnalists by asking controver-
sial and provocative questions.

In 1998, McClendon reported in her newspaper cojummsletter and radio commentary about the cathftJfologists and
enthusiasts for government disclosure on UFOs lam@s$tablishment of a global scientific conferemeehe subject. McClendon said,
"The lid on UFOs is gradually coming off. Thereaigational drive to get one million signatures guetition calling for an open Con-
gressional hearing for government employee witresse

A March 30, 1998 press release from McClendon dttitat, "Unidentified Flying Objects, a term givien many years to un-
explained sightings of craft in the skies over g\w&ate in the Union, are actual visitors from otiverlds, believe a community of sci-
entists and technicians employed by government.

"The real danger to the U.S. and perhaps this wblaleet is the government has placed such a hdamaket of secrecy upon
this issue. So much secrecy, those in governmeathalve knowledge showing UFOs are identifiable feel subject cannot be dis-
cussed by those in the know without serious remsions. Others are afraid their friends and co wi@rkvill think they are crazy if
they even so much as insinuate that UFOs are fidnié as manned craft from outside the earth. Phisicularly applies to newspaper
editors and publishers, reporters and analystss T U.S. is denying itself the chance to learmenatout UFOs or to encourage re-
search despite the fact the United States stangitdrom such discussions."

Other reporters have put their reputations on ithe by trying to report on UFOs, only to find theifforts unexpectedly
thwarted.

In a recent article entitled: More Proof Of Medi&®@ Coverup, reporter Greg Boone recounted his Ulg@rence while
employed at the Poughkeepsie Journal newspapeewn York State. On August 25 1985, Boone, alondp i@ other newsmen, re-
ceived word from a photographer that a huge, boangeshaped UFO was slowly flying over the area.

The photographer stated that the craft was heaolgtt snd it might be visible from the third-flooffioe windows. The ten
journalists rushed to the windows and watched imzament as a dark shape with amber and red ligistsabout 100ft above the
ground, slowly approached their building.

"This thing got HUGE and believe it or not flew igover top of us by about 40 ft," Boone recalldtihad to be 200ft wide
and was jet black."

Boone and his colleagues were certain that theytteadtory of the century.

"We had access to AP, Gannett etc. and USA Todagtwvke mainly put out. Nope. Word came down fromhigh that not
one word was to be mentioned. Solid object, hovaraheuvered, seen by tens of thousands, pictakes,tand no mention anywhere.

"The next day, some 'menacing’ chaps showed uprireditorial office. | got in trouble for staringabk just as menacingly.
That night at the local watering hole where | wosilidand do sketches after work another big megaigtow waltzes in with a stack
of papers and pictures eight inches high. Slamsitbe the bar and bellows a threat: 'So! Somebodyeie wanted to talk about
UFOs?'

"He made a big mistake. My high school and collelgems were at the bar that night and were justgsaid menacing. He
was ceremoniously ushered out of the bar by ab@®03pounds of very angry citizens."

Press Blackouts

Even thought it has been denied, there is no diadtthe military and other government agencieshaeen responsible at
times for press blackouts concerning UFO sightinGgvernment orders to silence the press about W®siot, however, contained
strictly within the United States. In 1996, a tepel BBC executive let slip that there is a D-Net(black-out) on media reporting of
black triangle UFOs. The executive, who has képidentity hidden, is the former producer of a plap BBC science program. He
told one investigator that the black triangle UF&3 Iheen "heavily D-Noticed" by the British govermmeConsequently the BBC wiill
not be reporting on the strange UFO, no matter imauy witness reports they receive.

According to the former producer, the reason theegament has seen fit to slap a restrictive nodicaeporting about the
UFO is because the government has quietly inforthed3BC that the craft is part of a new secretteni project and is protected un-
der the secrecy laws.

In the United States the press has become "setfupgll when it comes to serious, investigative mpon the UFO phenom-
ena. Rarely will the larger media outlets in thajon markets allow anything but the silliest UF@rats to reach the public. On the
rare occasion that a legitimate UFO related stogsdnake the headlines, more often then not, fherter will add personal opinions
to the piece in an attempt to save face and intlo&égiggle factor."”

It's All Just One Big Joke

A good example of this was science writer Lee Dyaly 1, 1998 column on the ABC News web site. eByolumn dealt
with the Laurance Rockefeller funded 50 page refhat called for reexamination of UFO evidence.e Taport, issued by an interna-
tional panel of nine scientists, focused on phygit@nomena such as photographs, radar readingkialegical effects of UFO inci-
dents and was highly supported by astrophysicitgrPturrock of Stanford University.
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Dye writes that, "No matter how carefully such pae is worded, it can't help but lend credibilitythose who claim
we've been visited by ETs. That isn't the pointhef report, of course, but by calling for bettelestific scrutiny of such claims,
Sturrock and the other scientists have exposedsilens to the 'giggle syndrome.’" The next timathends a scientific sympo-
sium; he can expect a few snickers when he walkseimoom.

"In interviews with reporters after the study wateased, Sturrock said life probably abounds tHiougthe universe,
but 'most physicists believe it is quite impossitoléravel from one star to another." Most phgss@ What about him? All he's
willing to say is let's take another look at thédewnce. OK, but no giggling.”

Clearly, Dye has interjected his own personal apision the subject rather than reporting on they stiojectively. This
is the real underlying problem when it comes toantpl reporting on UFOs. Many journalists feedttthe subject is just "too
weird" to warrant real investigation. Instead, frfake the low road of journalism and turn thearigs into humorous pieces that
ridicules everyone involved, no matter how impressheir credentials are.

Taking Responsibility

Tom Burch, in his article: Opinions Disguised asMsgewrites, "The UFO phenomenon is newsworthy aggbdves pro-
fessional news coverage. There are many more atogthe UFO subject than the news media seemstgnéze. This in itself is
weighty evidence to suggest that the news medimgamentally ignorant of the facts relating to teO issue. For example, the
media fails to sense that there is more substanteetUFO controversy than just the question oftivyeor not extraterrestrials
are visiting our Earth. While the answer to thigsfion has a most profound significance to usfdld answer is 'yes," it is not
the only question being asked by UFO investigdtors.

Burch goes on to write that the very persistendh@UFO controversy is newsworthy in itself.

"The UFO debate merits news coverage because ek of the UFO dispute are articulated by highlgdentialed
spokespersons from science, industry, and acaddfaich side in the dispute has something to sayh Bate has inherent
strengths and weaknesses in its argument. Botprisigonents and opponents in the UFO controversgrdesqual time in a
public forum, and the American people deserve actei. The public does have a right to know."

To be fair, the study of UFO reports is fraughthwitroblems for the media. In order to presenbaydirly and accu-
rately, a journalist must have concrete, verifiadlgdence. As any responsible UFO researchertsiilyou, solid evidence for
the physical reality of UFOs has been hard to cbgme Despite the thousands, maybe millions, of UWightings over the dec-
ades, the evidence that has been uncovered saddrden mostly anecdotal. Even when solid ecEdas been brought for-
ward, such as the mysterious metal parts said tooe a crashed flying saucer and sent to radio shbw host Art Bell, there
are still many unanswered questions that wouldgaremnost journalists from taking on such a contreia story.

Perhaps the time will come when a courageous neespditor or national television news directorl witcide to take
the time and effort to conduct a real, objectiveestigational report on UFOs. Until then, thessraiill continue to avoid their
responsibility by bombarding the public with sdilly stories about little green men from outer a@and the interesting people
who always seem to encounter them.

Sources:
McClendon News Service, Inc.
Project Moondust by Kevin D. Randle, 1998 Avon Badlew York
Secret Black Projects of the New World Order by Bwartz
1998 Inner Light Publications/Global Communications
The UFO encyclopedia Edited by John Spencer, 198hMAooks New York
More Proof Of Media UFO Coverup By Greg Boone, wrense.com/generald2/coverup.htm
How the TV Networks Treat UFOs by Robert Barrow7 Z#rgosy UFO Special

KEEPING IT
LIGHT

Special thanks t€onnie O’'Very of Mi-
MUFON for the “musical aliens”
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About the Author:
Tim Swartz is an Emmy-Award winning television puedr and videographer. As a photojournalist, TinaSavhas traveled the
world investigating paranormal phenomena and athesual mysteries. Swartz is also the author afralxer of popular books
including The Lost Journals of Nikola Tesla, anthis writer and editor of the Internet newslettengpiracy Journal.

Source: http://uforeview.tripod.com/ufosandpresslht

Galaxy Has “Billions of Earths”

There could be one hundred billion Earth-like planés in our galaxy, a US conference has heard.

Dr Alan Boss of the Carnegie Institution of Scieseéd many of these worlds could be inhabited bypte life
forms.

He was speaking at the annual meeting of the Ameissociation for the Advancement of Science iic&jo.

So far, telescopes have been able to detect jest3®0 planets outside our Solar System.

Very few of these would be capable of supportifg, Ihowever. Most are gas giants like our Jupded many
orbit so close to their parent stars that any nhiesowould have to survive roasting temperatures.

But, based on the limited numbers of planets fosmdar, Dr Boss has estimated that each Sun-likehsts on
average one "Earth-like" planet.

This simple calculation means there would be hugebers capable of supporting life.

"Not only are they probably habitable but they @ioly are also going to be inhabited," Dr Boss BBLC News.
"But | think that most likely the nearby 'Eartheé @joing to be inhabited with things which are pgdmore common to
what Earth was like three or four billion years dgichat means bacterial life forms.

Dr Boss estimates that NASA's Kepler mission, dueldunch in March, should begin finding some ofsi
Earth-like planets within the next few years.

Recent work at Edinburgh University tried to quintiow many intelligent civilizations might be otittere. The
research suggested there could be thousands of them

Story from BBC NEWS: http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pHf2/hi/science/nature/7891132.stm
Published: 2009/02/15 10:25:15 GMT

Tune in to David Twichell’s one-hour radio tal
show, “We Are Not Alone” on WHFR, broadcast from
Henry Ford Community Colleg@9.3 FM).

James Gillland (The Gilliland Ranch in Trout
Lake, WA) will be the guest oMay 2, 2009. Author and
MUFON ConsultantDr. Joye Jeffries Pughwill be the
guest onJune 6, 2009 .

Tune in on thdirst Saturday of each month at
10:00 AM (EST) with a new show each month.

Out of the area? Go to: http://whfr.fm/index.ph
and click orf'Listen Live now”. The latest shows are no
archived. Click on“The Forum” button on WHFR’s
Homepagend click on the earliest date of each month.
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MUFON 2009 Symposium - August 6-9, 2009 Denver, Gohdo
Schedule of Events - (Silent Auction: All Weekend)

Thursday, August 6, 2009 Field Investigator TragnWorkshops all day

8:00 AM - 8:30 AM Workshop Reggion

8:45 AM - 9:45 AM Jan Harzan — MUFON’s 10 Step Investigation Process in Detall

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Jude Talaba— CMS Basics

11:15 AM - 12:15 PM Debbie Ziegelmeyer and Chuck Zukowski- Field Work Basics

12:15 PM - 1:00 PM LUNCH - ON YB OWN

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM Marc D'Antonio - Photo and Video Analysis Basics Every Investg&hould Know
2:15PM - 3:15 PM Chuck Modlin - Field Investigator Equipment—Far Out Gadgets

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM Richard Lang - Witness Interview Techniques

4:45 PM - 5:45 PM Marc D’Antonio - Astronomy 101 for Field Investigators

Friday, August 7, 2009
Friday, August 7 — Morning/Afternoon

8:00 AM Regidion starts

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM State Dirast®leeting

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM MUFON BusineBsard Meets with State Directors
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM Press Conference

11:30 AM - 3:00 PM MUFON Businéssard Meets

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM Benefactor Reception

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Cocktail H¢oash bar)

Friday, August 7 - Evening

6:00 PM Swsium Opening

6:15 PM - 7:15 PM Stanton Friedman—Pseudoscience of Anti-Ufology

Dinner and Program (Meal requires advance resenaat) MUFON 40th Anniversary Celebration Party!
7:30 PM - 8:45 PM Dinner/Sperak

8:45 PM - 9:30 PM Awards PaeogrMUFON Award for Excellence in Ufology

Saturday, August 8, 2009

Saturday, August 8 — Morning

9:00 AM - 10:15 AM Dr. Frank Salisbury—Reflections of an Old UFO Chaser

10:30 AM — 11:45 AM John Ventre — UFQOs Over Pennsylvania

12:00 Noon — 1:30 PM Luncheon — (Meals thyaance reservation)ehn GreenewaldProject Preserve History
Saturday, August 8 — Afternoon

2:00 PM - 3:15 PM Dr. Jeffrey Bennett— Beyond UFOs: The Scientific Search for Extratstnial Life
3:30 PM — 4:45 PM Ted Phillips—Dramatic Changes in Trace/Landing Events

4:45PM - 7:00 PM Dinner Brg&n your own)

Saturday, August 8— Evening

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Marc D’Antonio —How to Talk to a Skeptic About UFOs

8:30 PM - 9:45 PM Dr. Kevin Randle - Moving Ufology into a Scientific Arena

Sunday, August 9, 2009
Sunday, August 9 — Morning

9:00 AM - 10:15 AM Peter Robbins—Politics, Religion and Human Nature: RoadblockglmPath to Disclosure
10:30 AM — 11:45 AM Chris Rutkowski—20-year Longitudinal Study of Canadian UFOs

11:45 AM - 1:00 PM Lunch Breakn(§our own).MUFON State Directors Luncheon

Sunday, August 9 — Afternoon

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM Bruce Maccabee-A 35 Year Perspective on UFO Photo Investigation

2:30 PM - 3:45 PM James Carrion- New Research Avenues for Ufology

4:00 PM—5:00 PM Speaker Panel moderated by John Greenewald

5:00 PM—5:30 PM 2010 MUFONdmtational Symposium Announcement and Closing

Go to http://mufon.com/symposia.htm to make reservi#gons.

Page 8 MICHIGAN MUFON NEWSLETTER




Two Fascinating “Michigan Wave of 1966” Reports
Bill Murphy’s Column

Recently | was scouring old N.I.C.A.P. and Blue Bamases from the 1965-1966 UFO
“Wave” that really picked up in Michigan with tharhous March 17-20, 1966 “swamp gas” cases.
These much-less-known cases contradict one ofatiwife themes of debunkers -- that spectacular
initial cases shape what later observers will sekraport. In both instances, the witnesses pro-
vided carefully-drawn sketches of the objects thaty saw, as well as the locales in which the
sightings occurred.

Case #1 — Northwest of Manistique, October 7, 18fproximately 9:30 pm, a single wit-
ness sighting, and October 8, 1966, about 8 pnroappately 14 witnesses, of apparently the same
object. Unfortunately, the initial letter to BlB»ok of October 10, 1966, was misfiled for a year
and a half, and we can imagine how chagrined Dnekywas when he chanced upon this first re-
port. Hynek wrote to the young man for more dstaarticularly about the second sighting (as
Hynek always valued multiple-witness events far entivan those by single percipients), and also
whether his respondent had come to a satisfactplamration for what he'd seen, such as a heli-
copter.

While coming home on evening of October 7, the Isivgtness saw what looked like a
helicopter hovering about 70 feet over the bircth pime trees. Yet, as the young man approached,
he could detect no helicopter-like sound, and bégamake out what looked like a bullet, but about
13 to 16 feet tall, and 12 to 14 feet wide. harper end had a series of three rotating lightedf
green, and fluorescent blue. A yellow glow ringkd object about its middle. The lower half of
the “bullet” had identical lights to those of thpper half, “except the lights rotated to the left”.
This apparition in itself was highly unusual andhelicopter-like, but then the object did something
even more outrageous; “All at once the object tofflat jet speed and disappeared over the trees
past our house.”

The next evening at about 8 pm a group of youngleewere gathered in front of a store
at a corner where two roads joined to form one,nuie reporter’s brother first saw the object,
bobbing up and down and pulsating red, blue, atidwish, at an altitude between 500 and 1000
feet. The thing appeared as about the size offabgll held at arm’s length. When the reporting
witness tried to approach the object, he thoughtéacted as an animal would”, so he retreated, and
he and his companions decided to stay still anémisthe thing from where they were. Suddenly,
one of the girls got so scared that she ran honegjptating a general exodus from the scene. The
young man said he maintained his vigil for aboatrténutes more, then he himself ran home to tell

his parents. In the meantime two other parerdsbieen apprised of the situation and gone outeédteething, one of them comment-

ing “l don’t know what it is, but it sure isn’'t ahcopter.” Another of the kids had come backsai¢, and watched the craft disappear
behind the trees across the street from his horHe. claimed that he then saw blue lights out inwleds, and heard what sounded
like bird calls, and also sounds like dogs yelpng whining as if they had been hurt. This irdiinl then went back into his house.

Later on, the reporting witness says at about h8@jecided to see whether the object was stillratpso he went back to the
corner where all the excitement had started. eShreenow saw nothing, the young man decided tarrdtame, but, as he turned, he
heard a loud crack from behind. Wheeling abd,astonished youth saw the object rise from oth@fwoods where his friend had
seen the thing descend. The craft ascended @Bdigiet above the trees, thus to a height of aBoub 110 feet above the ground,
then it passed over the road and hovered over btieediomes for about a minute. The family insitlemed that at that point their
radio went completely to static. Finally, the maraft was joined by a smaller object coming frout of the west, and the two aerial
objects left the scene.

The family whose house was closest to these atneoisptavortings claimed that new shingles on theaf showed signs of
melting down the rain troughs of their home. Taporting witness also claimed that trees acrass this house had been scorched
on their upper branches. The witnesses and a Btdiceman checked the area for further evidesuog,learned from workers at the
local airport that there had been no flights iroat during that night. While some residents thauge families may have seen heli-
copters that were working on a pipeline acrosddke, the witnesses were adamant that they hadtkeawbjects on their side of the
lake, and their description of what they had seédmdt match that of a helicopter. In the two ngesince his sighting, the reporting
witness had come to feel that the form of the printdbject may have had more of an oval shape, avitextended cupola, and that the
angle from which it had been observed had hiddetrite form. Whether this was so, or whetherréeonstruction had over time
been unconsciously altered to that of a “classarhdd disc, is an interesting but likely unanswesahlestion.
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In the close of his first letter to Dr. Hynek, thviness wrote “l have taken into consideration $h@mp gas and the recent
plasma theory, but as | think you will agree, [théy not fit this object.”

Sketch of object witnessed in the Plainwell, Michign case (above)

Case #2 — Southwest of Plainwell, October 22, 1868) or 6:30 PM: A woman was returning her motioethe latter’s
home at dusk one evening. Though the sun hagdethe clear sky still held a hint of blue and torizon a tinge of orange. As
they, along with the niece of the daughter-repodesve up the driveway, the daughter chancedddwe extremely bright “stars”
rapidly descending and approaching from out ofethgt.  Since the other half of the duplex hous® ewned by the mother’s son,
the brother of the reporting witness, the youngeman called out to her nephew, who was outsidgetdis father. For the aerial
display was nearer and now included a small, spahkdl flashing light to the left of the bigger, dirter lights, tilting on descent,
then leveling off, as if it were an airplane apminiag for a landing. This pushed the object thi® realm of the unusual, for there
was only a small airport in the vicinity, and theds located north of town, well away from this ptieenon’s flight path. The
brother was not home, but his wife rushed out asetgd upwards, immediately identifying the appamitas a helicopter. A loud
rumbling sound, like that produced by a low-flyieg, was also noted, and this may have contribtddble sensibleness of this first
identification. But, while the two younger womesre conversing, the older woman watched the digpdess directly overhead,
making a slight arc to the north as it passed tvehouse. The mother saw what she thought wéaelimpter, but rather a boo-
merang-shaped craft with about five bright lightening the length of its bottom, with the middighi in the point of the “V”.
The reporting witness then turned her attentiorktbaavhat was happening overhead, but the objettair@ady gone past, curving
back towards a dead-west course. The glimpsgdbeger woman now got was also of a boomerangabisflearhead-shaped
solid craft, with about five very dim red and grdits across its rear. To her these lights sgkto be green, and steady, not
blinking. While watching the craft disappear (thbole event taking an estimated 10-20 seconds)wilness thought she de-
tected a grayish or bluish-gray hue to the thing,dhe allowed that “watching something disappgairest a sunset makes for un-
certainty about the color.” She was certain thatobject was not glowing, however, and maintaitied the front lights she saw,
and those that her mother noted on the bottomeo€taft, were no color other than that of a star.

The reporter demonstrated considerable discrinuinati her handwritten report. She was seekingvarss rather than
publicity — “to the contrary | even feel a littlélg and embarrassed writing to you at all.” Budr curiosity was piqued especially
since “in all the articles | have read | don't rbect one mentioning a shape like this and thatt][gou want to know of any new
information.” She asked whether this country §ory other, for that matter), had any new aircrafing that description, or
whether she had actually observed a UFO. The wanw@uded a sketch with her initial handwrittettde, and it appears that she
followed up with an official NICAP report, includina rather impressive sketch, with views from saldifferent perspectives, of
the course of the object and its varied appearan&s allowed as how her time, distance, anddspsimates might be question-
able — in fact, she did give an outside guess dbuwo minutes’ duration for the entire episodéh@ugh she highly doubted that
length. In all, five people saw something whosdine ran against the conventions of that eramuild become a common fea-
ture in the 1970s and beyond.

Thanks go to Linda Murphy for the heavy liftingsafanning and cropping of pictures in this article.
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UFO Enthusiasts May Sue NASA for Fraud

Mar 19 2009, by Jaime L. Hartman

The U.S. space agency NASA may want to brace ifsel flood of lawsuits in small claims courts.éeTldea was floated
at the recent International UFO Congress and stgsowill again promote it at the X-Conference nexinth.

Small claims courts, similar to the ones populatiee television shows like the People’s Court, @eally the domain of
neighbor disputes over minor property issues. &igzcan file suit against another person, busigesgrnment, or other entity for
an amount not to exceed hundreds or thousandsllafsiadepending on the state or county statutirAg¢ys are not allowed for
either the plaintiff or defendant.

So what beef do UFO hunters have with NASA? Theyntlthat the space agency is committing fraud barialg or de-
stroying photographic evidence it has of signsifefih other planetary systems. Part of NASA’s @l mission is to “Look for
signs of life in other planetary systems” and therey receives over $17 billion a year in taxpdyeding to accomplish that mis-
sion. Supporters of the small claims idea saytthiatis “waste, fraud and abuse” because it keskisg for the money every year
while “pretending” that it hasn’t found anything.

Jeff Peckman, of the Denver UFO Examiner, explathedeasoning using his hometown as an example:

...the portion of NASA funding coming from Denvepégers amounts to over $30 million each year. Thaght seem
small compared to the Federal budget and even thevBr city budget. But it's almost daily news tbiéy budgets like Denver
are cutting $1 million here and there from progratoshelp the homeless, children, people with spe®ads, law enforcement
and more.

NASA'’s bloated and wasteful budget could be bstient locally to help individuals and communitiEse alleged fraud
NASA has engaged in by doctoring or destroying R0tos is just a small piece of the bigger pictiBat it's a piece that citi-
zens can use to get at least one government agtocthe light of closer public scrutiny.

The claim that NASA is hiding the truth about aesn't just an idea of sci-fi fans who emerge fribmair mother’s base-
ment just once a year for gatherings of like-mintbethtics. A 77-year-old former NASA astronaut, Bdgar Mitchell, who was a
crewmember of the Apollo 14 mission, says he knthas NASA is well aware of visits to earth by ‘itpeople who look strange
to us.”

NASA'’s response was not surprisingly concise arttiaitative: “NASA does not track UFOs. NASA is riavolved in
any sort of cover up about alien life on this plaoeanywhere in the universe. Dr. Mitchell is @afr American, but we do not
share his opinions on this issue.”

Source: http://ohmygov.com/blogs/general_news/aezBD09/03/19/ufo-enthusiasts-may-sue-nasa-foidfempx

‘ YouTube Leads To Capture Of N.J. UFO Pranksters I

Morris County Prosecutor: 2 Men Documented Jan&aoon & Flare Hoax, Which
Led Directly To Downfall.
MORRISTOWN, N.J. (CBS) It wasn't exactly a close encounter.
April 3, 2009

It turns out the mysterious red lights that hovecs@r Morris County, N.J.
back in January were really the work of two merhwito much time on their hands.

It wasn't exactly a close encounter. It turnstbetred lights seen in the skies
over Morris County, N.J. back in January were pdra hoax, CBS station WCBS-TV
reports.

What do you get with five flares, fishing line ahelium balloons? That's the red light riddle thatl everyone in Morris
County talking and thinking they were seeing UFOBut prosecutors said Thursday it was the workaaf men with too much
time on their hands.

The men now charged in the out-of-this-world stungde it easy for police to get a hold of them. Thegted all their
plans for their bizarre red light riddle online.

The mysterious red lights that had county residdniking they were being visited by aliens wasuteO. Police said it
was a hoax concocted by two New Jersey men anddiceyded their entire scheme.

"We're out in the woods again. This is Joe Rudy @hds Russo. It's Jan 29, about 7 o'clock. Aboduill up the first
balloon. ..." goes the YouTube video.

Police said earlier this year 28-year-old Rudy 28¢/ear-old Russo lit red flares and sent themoaim® with helium bal-
loons and then posed as concerned residents chtiabtelevision stations for attention. PolieégdsRudy and Russo pulled off
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the scam multiple times in January and FebruatyeyTposted their activities on YouTube -- and shexactly how they
got caught.

"People who generally do stuff like this will no¢ Isatisfied with just a couple people knowing. yrbet it out there,"
Morris County Prosecutor Robert Bianchi said. s"itbt surprising to me that they would have po#ited YouTube and posted
it on the Internet. And we expected that wouldgepand in fact it did."

And in this case many were fooled, but prosecwgaid the joke is over. They're grateful no one as. "In fact, they
knew there were certain risks both to air fligite fisks associated with what they were doing lattihk clearly now they recog-
nize that even more," Bianchi said.

The men stopped the hoax after Bianchi issuedtarsént asking the then-unknown balloon launcheputoan end to
it. The prosecutor said the fact that they digpdenl to a less severe charge against them. Téey been charged with disor-
derly conduct.

Source: http://cbs2chicago.com/watercooler/strdigigs.ufo.2.975059.html
Thanks to MIMUFON member Fred Varner for submittthgs article.

Former Astronaut: Man Not Alone in Universe

(CNN) -- Earth Day may fall later this week, but asdarformer NASA astronaut Edgar
Mitchell and other UFO enthusiasts are concerredlreal story is happening elsewhere.

Mitchell, who was part of the 1971 Apollo 14 mooission, asserted Monday that ex-
traterrestrial life exists, and that the truth &y concealed by the U.S. and other governments.
He delivered his remarks during an appearanceeai#itional Press Club following the conclu-
sion of the fifth annual X-Conference, a meetingJ6fO activists and researchers studying the
possibility of alien life forms.

Mankind has long wondered if we're "alone in théverse. [But] only in our period do
we really have evidence. No, we're not alone," NMattsaid. "Our destiny, in my opinion, and
we might as well get started with it, is [to] bea@m part of the planetary community. We should
be ready to reach out beyond our planet and begandolar system to find out what is really
going on out there."

Mitchell grew up in Roswell, New Mexico, which sord€&O believers maintain was the
site of a UFO crash in 1947. He said residentssohbmetown "had been hushed and told not to
talk about their experience by military authoritie¥hey had been warned of "dire conse-

quences" if they did so. Former Astronaut Edgar Mitchell

But, he claimed, they "didn't want to go to thevgravith their story. They wanted to tell someboelable. And being a local
boy and having been to the moon, they consideretkfizdle enough to whisper in my ear their patticstory."

Roughly 10 years ago, Mitchell claimed, he waslfingiven an appointment at Pentagon to discusst Wwhahad been told.
An unnamed admiral working for the Joint ChiefsStaff promised to uncover the truth behind the Ralsgtory, Mitchell said. The
stories of a UFO crash "were confirmed," but themiadl was then denied access when he "tried tangetthe inner workings of that
process." The same admiral, Mitchell claimed, ni@nies the story.

"l urge those who are doubtful: Read the bookd] tka lore, start to understand what has really lgeéng on. Because there
really is no doubt we are being visited," he sal@he universe that we live in is much more wondroexciting, complex and far-
reaching than we were ever able to know up toghist in time."

A NASA spokesman denied any cover-up. "NASA doatstrack UFOs. NASA is not involved in any sortaafver-up about
alien life on this planet or anywhere else -- pgfidMichael Cabbage said Monday.

Debates have continued about what happened at Ro$e U.S. Air Force said in 1994 that wreckageavered there in
1947 was most likely from a balloon-launched clgsgigovernment project.

Stephen Bassett, head of the Paradigm Researclp @P®G), which hosted the X-Conference, said thatttuth about ex-
traterrestrial life is being suppressed because pplitically explosive. "There is a third raih[ American politics], and that is the
UFO question. It is many magnitudes more radioadtian Social Security ever dreamed to be," Basatt

Source: http://www.cnn.com/2009/TEG#H20/ufo.conference/index.html#cnnSTCText

Page 12 MICHIGAN MUFON NEWSLETTER



Canada Opens Secret UFO Files

Editor's Note: The article below is an exampleh# many documents now being made public by Caragta/lernment as more
and more countries open their once TOP SECRET tfiléise world. Go to http://www.collectionscanagtaca/ufo/index-e.html
Shirley's Bay, Ontario

Project Magnet, 1952

In 1950, a senior radio engineer from the Departroéiiransport, Wilbert B. Smith, made a requeshigsuperiors to
make use of a laboratory and the department's fegdiities in a study of unidentified flying objec(UFOs) and the physical
principles connected to them. Smith spearheadeg@riblagnet with the purpose of studying, amongpibccurrences, mag-
netic phenomena, which he believed would open ngvaand useful technology.

The goals of Project Magnet were fueled by the epteof geomagnetism, and the belief that it mapdssible to use
and manipulate the Earth's magnetic field as aysagn method for vehicles. Tests conducted by ISmvitre reported in No-
vember 1951 and they stated that sufficient enemy abstracted from the Earth's field to operateltneter at approximately
50 milliwatts. Smith believed he was on the "traxksomething that may prove to be the introductiora new technology."
Smith believed that there was a correlation betwegistudies and investigations into UFOs: "..gkistence of a different tech-
nology is borne out by the investigations which laeéng carried on at the present time in relatfiying saucers.... | feel that
the correlation between our basic theory and thalable information on saucers checks too closelybé mere coinci-
dence" (SmithGeo-MagneticsDepartment of Transport, November 21, 1950).

It was believed by both Smith and other governnummartments involved, that there was much to |&am UFOs.
Investigations into these sightings and intervietith the observers were the starting point for ecoMagnet.

In connection with the establishment of Project hetg members of other government agencies formeoimranittee
solely dedicated to "flying saucer" reports. Thisnnittee was sponsored by the Defense Researcld Boar called "Project
Second Story." Its main purpose was to collecglogtie and correlate data from UFO sighting repditte committee created a
guestionnaire and interrogator's instruction guilee reporting method used a system intended tamizie the 'personal equa-
tion'. In other words, a weighting factor was ceebto measure the probability of truth in each re@mith explained that most
UFO sightings fit into two general types: "thos@atwhich we know something, and those which wexkwery little."

In a summary of 1952 sighting reports, Smith natechmon significant characteristics of UFOs: "Theg a hundred
feet or more in diameter; they can travel at speédeveral thousand miles per hour; they can reditiides well above those
which should support conventional air craft or baiis; and ample power and force seem to be awaifabhll required maneu-
vers" (Smith, Project Magnet report, 1952, p. 6).

In his closing, Smith stated, "Taking these faciats account, it is difficult to reconcile this fi@rmance with the ca-
pabilities of our technology, and unless the tetbgyw of some terrestrial nation is much more adednthan is generally
known, we are forced to the conclusion that theiclet are probably extra-terrestrial, in spite af @rejudices to the con-
trary." (Smith, Project Magnet report, 1952, p. 6).

Smith summed up the possibilities of studying #ehhology of these vehicles, and suggested thatekesteps in the
Project Magnet investigation should be a "substaetifort towards the acquisition of as much assfide of this technology,
which would without doubt be of great value to (Shith, Project Magnet report, 1952).

It was with these goals in mind that Smith set ophservatory in Shirley's Bay, Ontario, 10 milegste of Ottawa.
Based on the conclusions of the 1952 sighting tej@mith thought that these vehicles would emitgitgl characteristics that
could be measured. In October of 1952, he set epkiservatory to attempt to measure magnetic do raaise disturbances.
Many more sighting reports were investigated byjdatoviagnet, but in 1954, the project was shut down

Senator Barry M. Goldwater, Sr., (RzAna), Republican presidential candidate (1964)a letter to researcher
Shlomo Arnon, dated March 28, 1975, he stated:

"The subject of UFOs is one that has interestedomeome long time. About ten or twelve years,dgnade an
effort to find out what was in the building at WhiigPatterson Air Force Base where the informatfostored that has bee
collected by the Air Force, and | was understanddbhied the request. It is still classified abdwep Secret. | have, how-
ever, heard that there is a plan under way to selsame, if not all, of this material in the nagufe. I'm just as anxious to
see this material as you are, and | hope we wilhage to wait too much longer."

(Good, T., Above Top Secret, New Y.dgkiill William Morrow, 1988; Frontispiece.)
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Michigan MUFON
State Section Directors Meeting Minutes
March 15, 2009

The March 15th State meeting was held at Walli’'stRearant in Flint, Michigan.

Bill Konkolesky, State Director, called the Sectibirectors’ meeting to order at 4:35 PM. In attemcka were David
Twichell, Darlene and David Bleicher, Patty Donagh@ary Golem and Wendy Smith.

Bill opened the meeting with his thoughts on théatmration between MUFON International and Bigeléwrospace
Advanced Space Sciences, LLC. (BAASS). He feels the decision in this matter belongs to the Irational Director, James
Carrion, and any state that does not agree witlsdhaboration is free to not participate.

Gary reported a Michigan investigation involvingotweople who claim that they are human/alien hybriite questioned
whether BAASS/MUFON would be interested in testihgir DNA, and possibly surgically removing the iats the couple also
claims. The subjects state they have a five-patgr laritten by a group of hybrids, confirming thelaims. David Twichell noted
that Dr. Roger Leir has in the past received fugdiom BAASS for implant removal surgery. Gary valirange an interview with
the couple.

Bill commented on there has been positive progmsard the formation of the MUFON Advocacy Groupfoaum for
State Directors established by James Carrion.

David Twichell reported that he can mail the Newtsls folded in thirds in envelopes that cost $aGd®nail, instead of
$1.00, the current rate when the Newsletter isefdloh half.

David Bleicher reported that the MIMUFON librarychdouble to triple the normal lending activity dgitoday's meet-
ing.

Wendy reported that the day’s attendance was 5pl@emcluding 16 attending their first meeting. @wthers also de-
clined lunch and paid $5.00.

Patty reported that the MIMUFON store sold $54.@0tiv of merchandise.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Wendy Smith, Agri2009.

SGRA's 10" Annual ParaCon

The Smoking Gun Research Agency isiting down the days to its Paranormal Conferend@onnecticut. Friday,
June 5 - Sunday, June 7, 2009 at the Howard Jolthstah in Milford, Connecticut.

This year's conference is particularly specialtfe SGRA because it marks the 10th year the orgaoizhas hosted
this event. The goal of the three-day conferescw ibring together many fields of paranormal reggaincluding UFOs,
Ghosts, Metaphysics, Cryptozoology, and Governr@amtspiracies, all under one roof. There is alwaymething for every-
one at ParaCon. Presenters at this year's congeiianlude Philip Imbrogno and Nicholas Roesler Qdf; Mark Mihalko
(Cryptozoology), Jon Nowinski (Government Investigas), Thomas Cooney and Diane Bajorinas (GhoBts)Andrew Ne-
blett and Mandy Oram (Metaphysics), and otherstadded soon.

Activities include workshops, New Age vendors featg unique gifts, three movie screenings, two paiscussions,
and much more! As with every year, admission eogresentations, workshops, and vendor area aifiierence is free.

For those who aren't able to make it to the confazethere are still ways to tune in. The SGRAspogether a
"Virtual ParaCon" section of their dynamic webghat is available during the conference. In thrabavisitors can read liv
blog updates, frequently updated photographs, vatebaudio interviews, and other exclusive onlioatent. Additionally,
the conference Program Book, as well as DVDs gbr@sentations, are available through the SGRAIrestore.

More information can be found at www.sgra.org orwwsgra.org/paracon/

*Special Note: MUFON Members always receive a 1086alint on conference tickets or items.

JON NOWINSKI: SMOKING GUN RESEARCH AGENCY DIRECTOR
203-247-0310 | www.sgra.org | jon@sgra.org
Truth, Fact, & Understanding
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Recent Michigan Sightings

Reported: April 12, 2009. Date of event: Septenii#)7.

Sweeping the deck, heard a faint humming noiseécooffiy right. Went to check it out and | saw whatelscribed above.
The odd thing about it was that it was so hugenas hardly moving. | called 911 - | don't thinleyhbelieved me and | had my hus-
band come out to take a look. We watched it fategawhile then just went back inside. It wad #iere when | looked out to see if
it was gone. | didn't know what to think of it lowould have taken a picture. We just kept tryiadigure out what it was. We think
it may be something from the government or a pcaatiin for some new airplane. Who knows?

All'l know is that is was HUGE and flying very loand very still. It was black, triangular in shapel daumming. The lights
were not symmetrical in placement- 2 on the leét 8ron the right. We live in the country and itswast about at the level of some
trees on the hill so it was hanging very low.

Could you shed some light? Really interested imr yboughts.

Jackson, MI March 22, 2009. 10:15 PM

My Daughter and | were driving west on 1-94 in Jemk last night at approximately, 10:15. As we apphed the exit ramp
onto Airport road, we saw three spectacular flasifes white silvery light. The lights lasted apyiroately 3 to 4 seconds and as
each light blinked out it would reappear in a diat location going up and down and side to sidéhadights were heading in an
easterly direction. As we looked back in just disgicond the lights just shot off and disappearkte and my daughter just looked
at each other as if we had seen a ghost and wetty phook up at what we had just witnessed.

Thanks to MUFON CMS for the preceding two accounts.

Occurred : 3/17/2009 00:00. Location: Grand Rapitls

Shape: Disk. Duration:45 minutes

| went outside just before midnight, to smoke aacégte and looked up at the stars and saw a favmafi5 golden lights
speeding across the sky West/northwest. | staretisbelief, then | saw two more reddish golderkglifying (one slightly behind
the other) much lower and extremely fast. | sthtiackpedaling and tapped on the window to the radwere my fiancé was and
before she came out | saw five more heading noghwBy the time she came outside they were gouiel just said, look at the
stars...then bam, 3 more just flew West right théfe witnessed a few more flying west and thenlledamy parents (looking at my
phone. | believe it was 12:07 when | called my rmeomd | talked to her for 11 minutes about what $ waeing). My phone wasn't
working first, but just as it finally started rimgj and she answers, (she lives in Kalamazoo Midhiggo more flew over heading
due west completely silent and extremely fast.ith@ssed 3 more formations as | talked to her,| Istidrted seeing so many, | lost
count of how many were in which formation. Eveoyrhation was heading west or northwest, exceptlome formation of 3 that
traveled southeast. The whole time | was seeiemih only saw one airplane with blinking lightsdaone helicopter which was ex-
tremely huge and loud (it was flying very low, soduld see it was like a Huey and had only redtéighMy fiancé had gone into the
house to file a report and | stayed outside and &eping these things. At about 12:30am she camara we called a number to
report what we had seen, and two flew over very éma fast heading northwest. | talked to someanée phone for 4 minutes,
and the helicopter flew over during the call. Themtried to call the airport, but only got autoethanswers. | also was shocked
when | witnessed a small flash and shower of sparkse sky to the north. It looked as though sitving may have exploded.

These things were a goldish somewhat red colorti@wetled in formations of 2, 3, or 5. | lost coubtit | saw at least 2
dozen. They were silent, extremely swift, and tyastyed in very tight rigid formations that wesieaped like triangles or an upside
down check mark. Two or 3 of the formations weresk on one side with the things weaving back ariti fvhile the other side of
the formation stayed in a tight line. The lighttdDNOT blink ever. The ones that were flying loweoked as though they had a
ring of light, golden light around them. They mdweasily 10X faster than the airplane | saw tortbeh (which had blinking lights
that were greenish). There wasn't a cloud in kyea@nd | saw no moon. If | had to guess, I'd teay were heading towards Mus-
kegeon and Lake Michigan. | have NEVER seen angtlike what | saw tonight. | have seen meteomss, shooting stars, satel-
lites, airplanes, helicopters, planets and the MQ®Kourse. | can't say what to use for a backgudout the formations with 5 all
had objects the size of stars and were flying mhigher | believe. The lower flying formations whionly had 2 or 3 objects were
much larger than stars. Probably 4x the size stha These larger objects were moving incredia$y. Even the smaller objects
moved easily 10 times faster than the airplané¢onibrth. We do not have any camera to take gistuAnd these things were so
fast and some of them were so high, | highly dauytone could capture them on film. It would justebblurry mess | think. | hope
someone has at least tried to capture them thouighuas unlike anything I've ever witnessed in rifg.] When | witnessed the
shower of sparks, | did not see any objects arduadd it was to the north. It was around 12:3Gwh saw it and my fiancé just
missed seeing it too as she was dialing a numibenéoand our house blocked her view.

Thanks to NUFORC.com
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‘ Tom Maat to Present at the May 3rd. Meeting I

Our afternoon presentation will be ghost investigaif 37
years (and newly appointed MIMUFON field investigdl, Tom
Maat, demonstrating tools of the trade shared bysgland UFO
hunters alike. He will also present on reportednaimena that blurs
the boundaries between these two fields.

Tom started a career as a paramedic in 1975-13984lind
with death on a first hand basis. The next 22 yeane spent as a
project manager, traveling to all 48 contiguousestagiving him the
opportunity to observe diverse differences in agelsuand belief sys-
tems. He has been involved with the hotel indusbrythe past 4
years, and is currently working with a hotel in dd@awn Grand Rap-
ids,MI. He has been interested and studying the paranofonadver
36 years.

As a young child, he could remember having feeliofyaot
being alone whenever he was in a room by himsaelfirg the sum-
mer of 1971, he had an experience while meditativitich started
him on the path of Shamanic studies and practigbigh resulted in
being certified as an Ama Deus Shamanic HealeQ®%2Through-
out the years, he has been searching for informatimut the

paranormal through personal investigations, boleksures and numerous paranormal organization2003 he was
instrumental in the creation of the Great LakesaRarmal Research Organization based in Michigan.

He has appeared in newspaper articles, and hasipat¢d in several radio programs dealing with plaea-
normal and became a statewide representative éoftierican Ghost Society in June of 2007. He joitmedMichi-
gan chapter of MUFON (Mutual UFO Network) in Octol2008 and as of January 2009, is an official MUF@N
vestigator for West Michigan.

Tom is a member of the American Gl88&lo-Founder of Michigan's Otherside.

Join us in Flint at Walli’s for thiye-opening presentation. See you there.

=

=j+= REMEMBER: If your 2009 MiIMUFON dues are not paideafthis month, you will not be
| receiving the full newsletter next time, only amitation via email.

b

__.;l'n'

MUFEON Field Investigator’s Training
Chief Investigator Gary Golem will conduct our mimgnField Investigator Training.
FI's are encouraged to attend the 10:00 AM meeting.

Make Your Meeting Reservations Today!

Phone in your reservations to State Director Bill Konkolesky at (248) 515-9568 or email at
wjk@mimufon.org no later than Wednesday, April 29 2009. Please leave your name, number attend-
ing in your party, and a telephone number where you can be reached, in case we need to contact you.
Please let us know as soon as possible, whether you will be attending. Thank you.
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Michigan MUFON Meeting

at Walli's East Restaurant
Sunday, May 3, 2009
Members $14.00 / Non -Members $16.00
First time guests are $5.00.

10am Fl Training: Cl Garry Golem instructor
12pm Buffet Lunch

1:30pm Presentation: Tom Maat
4:00pm  MIMUFON Announcements & Necessary Business

MIMUFON Board members: Please plan to attend the
brief meeting following the guest speaker.

Walli's East Restaurant
G1341 South Center Rd
Burton, Michigan

(810) 743-9600

Exit 139 off of 1-69
- Just East of I-475
- SE Corner of South Center Rd & Faith Way
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“SIP” Could Open Doors for MUFON

When Robert T. Bigelow, billionaireateestate investor and en-
trepreneur from Las Vegas, Nevada, put NIDS (Natidnstitute for
Discovery Science) into inactive status in 2004dpeared that his in-
volvement with the UFO and paranormal phenomenadusg into re-
tirement. Now he is back in full force after clivicg a deal with James
Carrion and the Mutual UFO Network.

Bigelow has agreed to fund “SIP” (Stapact Project), wherein
gualified volunteer MUFON Field Investigators arartpof a rapid re-
sponse team summoned to thoroughly and scientifizalestigate

category 2 and 3 UFO sites. The classificatiortesyswas devised by
UFO researcher Jacques Vallee. Category 2 andiGates trace landing
cases where physical evidence may be garneredyohgsgical effects
are evident in the witness.
Ever since its inception, MUFON invgators have been trained
yet unpaid volunteers who devote their time andnia at their own ex-
pense to gathering evidence that might shed saghé ¢in the most baf-
fling and elusive mystery in human history. Preferal scientists have
devoted their time and expensive equipment to éineesend. Now, thanks
to the SIP project, investigators will be notifietl category 2 or 3 cases
and will respond within 24 hours to the site. Th@ine and travel ex-
penses will be compensated by Mr. Bigelow and dgki-tech equipment
that might be necessary to aid in the investigatidh be transported to
the scene at no expense to the investigator or MUF@ny evidence
gathered from the scene will be promptly transpbttethe Bigelow Aero- Robert T. Bigelow: Bigelow Aerospace Ad-
space Advanced Space Studies (BAASS) in Las Vegadaboratory vanced Space Studies
analysis.

It would appear that one hand washes the othdrisnunprecedented agreement. Bigelow is seekiagdarets of alien
propulsion systems in an effort to establish thet ffommercial hotel in orbit around earth, whil&/MON seeks the same
information for the sake of scientific confirmatiofi the phenomenon. Under the SIP agreement, adyakh knowledge
garnered in the BAASS laboratory will be sharechwiitUFON.

While category 2 and 3 UFO cases are, theydo occur and the SIP team will be standing by witligéecoun-
ter and overnight bag at the ready.

SIP will afford MUFON volunteers the ability to amoplish the kind of quality investigations that béween here-
tofore out of their financial reach. The projedtl e reevaluated at the end of June 2009 to deter if it is worthy of
further financing. This may seem like a short pagrf time in which to prove itself but it is a sificant advantage to the
alternative. With a lot of hard work on the paftMlUFON Field Investigators and a little cooperatifsom ET, the Star
Impact Project just might prove to be the staranfongoing endeavor that will be mutually benefittiaMUFON and
BAASS. Meanwhile, UFOlogy as a whole will enjoyenewed sense of credibility with the backing aftsa reputable
scientific organization. Mainstream science wdl florced to reexamine the need to pay serioustatteto the phenome-
non instead of uninformed lip service.

MUFON is grateful to Robert Bigelow for the opparity to work hand in hand with his prestigious |edtory.
We are hopeful that this will mark the beginningadbng and successful affiliation.

David Twichell

MiIMUFON Newsletter Editor
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Wiliehigzm NGRON Conidast skt

The following people are the State Section Director
sightings, or any other report, please contact the

If there is no specific State Section Director listed for your county,
please contact one of the following three Regional State Section

Directors:

Gary Golem, Field Investigator Trainer 734-459-7514
ggolem@peoplepc.com
South East Michigan

John Castle, Home 269/465-3068, Mobile 269/326-0441
kc8odm@hotmail.com
South West Michigan

Gary Golem, 734-459-7514
ggolem@peoplepc.com
Regional State Section Director for SE MI.

County State Section Directors

Bob Wagel, 269-782-6111
Bleicher@centurytel.net
Berien, Cass, Van Buren

Judy Kulka, 231-599-2594
ufoquilter@torchlake.com
Grand Traverse, Leelenau, Kalkaska, Antrim

Harold Marquardt, 586-463-5553
Macomb

Dave Bleicher, (810) 797-5551
Bleicher@centurytel.net
Genessee & Lapeer

Zach Smith, 269-274-1611

zachmufonbiz@yahoo.com
Eaton, Jackson, Ingham, Shiawassee

MAY. 2009

s for Michigan If you have questions, comments,
State Section Director covering your county.

Bill Konkolesky, 248-515-9568
wjk@mimufon.org
Michigan State Director

Wendy Smith, 616-261-0690
wapsmith@umich.edu
Michigan Assistant State Director, Treasury

Patty Donahue, 517-331-2981
pdonahuemufon@aol.com
Michigan Assistant State Director, Administration

Bob Wagel, 269-782-6111
mwagel@beanstalk.net
Michigan Assistant State Director

Jean Waskiewicz
etjean@sbcglobal.net
Electronic Data Manager

Dave and Darlene Bleicher, 810-797-5551
librarian@mimufon.org
Michigan MUFON Librarians

David Twichell, 734-675-6335
news@mimufon.org

Michigan Newsletter Editor
and Public Relations Director

Gary Golem, 734-459-7514
ggolem@peoplepc.com
Chief Investigtor

Bill and Linda Murphy
Michigan MUFON Consultants

MiMUFON MEMBERS IN THE “STAR IMPACT PROJECT”

* Gary R. Golem--------- State Coordinator
* Patty Donahue-------- Field investigator
* Dan Marcelain-------- Field investigator
* David Twichell---------- Field investigator

When possible, contact by e-mail is the best method to
reach most of the people on this list, but does not preclude
using the telephone numbers if desirable. If you call please
be patient as most of the people are not available during
the daytime hours. When you leave a message, please
speak clearly and leave you telephone number, city, state,
and brief message explaining your contact. We will return

your call at the earliest convenience.
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ATTENTION: If you would like to start receiving yo ur newsletter or
invitation via email, please email the editor at ne&es@mimufon.org

Suggestion Box.

Please help us improve our organization with your@mments and suggestions.

What is your interest in the UFO phenomenon?

What kind of events should MIMUFON sponsor?

Do you have any suggestions for future speakers stiate meetings?

Any other comments or suggestions?

Mail to: Michigan MUFON, PO Box 8532, Kentwood, MI149518-8532

For the 2009 calendar year memberships (if you are ~ a member) or subscriberships, please
use the form below and send it, with a $25.00 check  or money order to:

Michigan MUFON, P.O. Box 8532, Kentwood, Ml 49518-8 532

MICHIGAN MUFON 2009 STATE DUES and
NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM

NAME

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE/PROVINCE:
ZIP CODE: PHONE: ( )

EMAIL and/or WEBSITE:

1 Are you presently a member of MUFON, Inc. yes no (Please circle your response )



